102              THROUGH AN INDIAN CAMERA
Afghanistan Economic treaties are being discussed
and arrangements for the expansion of trade and
commerce are also in progress in so far as the exist-
ing state of affairs are unsatisfactory between those
countries and Soviet Russia. The meeting of the
two Asiatic Dictators is of momentous importance,
for the history of the relations of Turkey and Persia
during the past century or more is not such as to create
in the minds of the Turks or the Persians a desire to
join hands, unless it be for a common purpose out-
side their own geographical boundaries. Ostensibly
the meeting and discussions are intended for economic
understandings between the two countries, but it is
easy to see deeper meaning which the diplomatic
world would only surmise rather than have tangible
proofs for questioning, as between the conflicting
interests of its component parts
The meeting of Hitler and Mussolini in Europe,
and the meeting of the Shah and Kemal Pasha in
Asia, make a strange coincidence; a spectacle that
gives the thinking world cause to ponder what is to
happen next. The Russian Bear, a proverbial designa-
tion of that vast empire which is now quivering with
new enterprise and life, having risen from centuries of
stupor under the oppression of Czardom, is now
shaking its head right and left, watching these deve-
lopments. The frontiers of the Soviet Republic abut
on the south-western borders, the extreme northern
frontiers of Persia, Chinese Turkistan, Afghanistan,